Prayers for use by those individuals and congregations
outside the disaster area
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage
and hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant
imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists thinking, grant
healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and
weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All
these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
Thank you for the revelation of your creative power in our
world. Reveal your love and hope in the midst of the suffering
and chaos. Give strength and perseverance to those who offer
aid and comfort. Enliven all your children to respond with
compassion, aid, and your care so all may know the hope of
your grace. Remind us to continue our prayers long after the
shock of the original disaster has passed. Fill us with the spirit
of your love.

Everyday Prayer
While there are three intentional days of prayer, God desires
that every day is a day of prayer. “Pray without ceasing,” God
tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:17. Here are some ideas to make
prayer a regular part of your day.
• Start the morning in prayer. Before you get out of bed, say
good morning to God and thank Him for a new day.
• Pray with your spouse and/or kids before leaving for work/
school, asking that God would bless their day.
• Pray before each task, meeting, or class, asking that God
would guide you and give you strength.
• Pray at each meal, thanking God for providing for your
needs.

Loving God, in the communion of Christ, we are joined with the
trials and sufferings of all. Be with those who endure the effects
of these disasters. Protect those in the path of danger. Open
the pathway of evacuation. Help loved ones find one another in
the chaos. Provide assistance to those who need help. Ease the
fears of all and make your presence known in the stillness of
your peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

• Whenever you hear a siren, stop and pray for those
involved.

Prayer after Disaster
Gracious God, your word of peace stills the storms that rage in
our world. Bring hope to all persons and places that know
devastation in the calm following the winds and rains of the
hurricanes and earthquake – in particular, Texas, Florida, the
Caribbean Islands, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Mexico. Bring
comfort to those who grieve the loss of loved ones and
property. Let your love be known through those who work to
bring order to the chaos. Help us to shoulder the burden of
suffering and make us bearers of hope that can be found in
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

• Pray with your kids/spouse before bedtime, thanking God
for the day, asking forgiveness for your sins, and asking
God to give good sleep.

Thank you Lord Jesus!
“I can do all things through Christ, which strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13
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• When you see something beautiful, stop and thank God
for His creation.
• When you feel stressed, pause and pray. Let God’s peace
rule in your heart.
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Prayers for Times of Natural Disaster
Please pray as you are led by the Holy Spirit. The following
prayers are offered to help trigger words from your hearts. They
are in no particular order. As we come together in prayer for
others, we stand in the gap for them, trusting in how the Living
Word, the God of our hearts, will provide. His faithfulness is
unswerving.
Dear Jesus…
Thank you for how much you love your children.
May the Holy Spirit move powerfully through the
vulnerability that people are experiencing from to the ways
they feel displaced.
Thank you for the temporary shelters that give evacuees a
place of refuge from the hurricanes.
We hope they are able to rest. We hope they find reasons
to smile as they share their stories with others. May the
spirit of community thrive and flourish even in this time of
unwilling circumstances.
Thank you for the service of the men and women who are
helping hurricane and earthquake victims assess their
immediate needs as they arrive at shelters.
They are your hands and feet, Lord, filling an important
role, giving personal attention to each person who enters a
shelter.
Thank you for the coordination between the local, state, and
federal governments.
Help them to plan wisely so that the resources at their
disposal can be used to maximum advantage. Help them to
stand accountable, each unto the other, so that fraud and
carelessness would not erupt in these days of strain and
urgency.
Thank you for the technology to help weather experts
understand the nuances of hurricanes.
Their ability to predict changes in hurricane paths has saved
countless lives.
Thank you for the following prayer guide from a fellow
Lutheran community in upstate New York.
These prayers were drafted in 2011 and are relevant for us
today, seven years later. (http://upstatenysynod.org/download/
disaster-files/SuggestedPrayersForDisaster.pdf)

Prayer in the midst of natural disasters
Merciful God, when the chaos of natural disaster threatens to
overtake so many, awaken their faith to know the power of your
peace. Deliver them from their fears and ease their anxieties.
Help them to endure the time of uncertainty and give them
strength to face the challenges ahead. Give all the assurance of
your presence so that they can cling to your promise of hope
and life.
For those responding to a disaster and volunteers
beginning service
Almighty God, merciful Father, your thoughts are not our
thoughts, and your ways are not our ways. Keep each person
who has been afflicted by the hurricanes – Harvey, Irma, Katia,
Jose – and the earthquake in Mexico from despair; and do not
let the faith of those responding be destroyed by the
hopelessness they encounter. Sustain and comfort them. Direct
all of their efforts for the injured; help them console the
bereaved, and protect the helpless. Guide them safely to deliver
any who are still in danger, that they will bring hope and
healing, relief and restoration.
For rescue workers
Merciful Father, we commend to your loving keeping all who
work to bring rescue and relief especially the firefighters, police,
paramedics, medical personnel, and volunteers, all who are
helping. Give them courage in danger, skill in difficulty, and
compassion in service. Sustain them with bodily strength and
calmness of mind that they may perform their work to the wellbeing of those in need so that lives may be saved and
communities restored.
For those affected by the disaster
God of wind and water, stillness and storm, your spirit sweeps
over the surface of the sea. Give us faith to seek you in times of
trouble. Reach out your hand to us when we are sinking so that
we may believe and worship you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior. Amen.

For communities in mourning
God, our Creator, through those who are providing care we
enjoy all goodness and life. Turn our eyes to your mercy in
this time of confusion and loss. Comfort those who mourn
the loss of loved ones because of these disasters. Shine your
light on those whose only companion is darkness. In the
name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
For national distress
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of this world,
your love is steadfast and your strength never fails. In this
time of danger and trouble, we look to you, our sure
guardian. Guide leaders with your wisdom. Comfort those in
distress. Grant courage and hope to face the future.
Prayer during disaster
We come to you in prayer, trusting in your mercy and in the
knowledge that your steadfast love endures forever. Look
with mercy on those who have been harmed or displaced by
this disaster. Grant them your strength to meet the days
ahead. Allow those who are affected to experience your
peace which passes all understanding and new hope in the
Resurrection. Move in those who are able to give aid, that
they may be your hands and heart on the earth. Be with all
who need assistance; may your Spirit uphold them. Rekindle
their faith in the future.
Prayer after disaster
Merciful God, hear the cries of your people the wake of this
disaster. Reveal your presence. Help each person to trust in
your promises of hope and life so that desperation and grief
do not overtake them. Come quickly to their aid and restore
their peace and joy. Strengthen all with the assurance of
hope that we know in the death and resurrection of your Son.

Lord,

in your mercy,
Hear our

prayers

